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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, 4:00 PM ....ceevvivvieieennnen. St John Evangelist
Saturday, 6:00 PM .....ccovviirniiiiieinieenen, Infant Jesus
Saturday, 7:30 PM........ccocueeeneee. (Brazilian) Infant Jesus
Sunday, 8:30 AM ....cccevvveeiieeeeeeen, St John Evangelist
Sunday, 10:30 AM .....evvieieeieeeeceee e, Infant Jesus
Daily Mass (Tue/Thu), 8:30 AM..........cc........ Infant Jesus
Daily Mass (Wed/Fri), 8:30 AM ........ St John Evangelist
CONFESSION
Saturday, 3:00 PM ....cccevvvveeeieennnen, St John Evangelist

And after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before the
baptism of their child. The class is offered on request.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior to the
wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those who
seek to become Catholic. For information, please call
the office

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST
25 Library St, Hudson

HOLY DESIRE

Yes, Lord, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name
and renown are the desire of our hearts. —Isa 26:8

The first excerpt

below is from St
Augustine's (d. 430)
Tractates on the First
Letter of John, the
second from his
Letter 130 (a short
instruction on
Christian prayer).
Both speak of HOLY
DESIRE, as does the
5th Sunday after
Easter's post
communion collect:
"Grant us, O Lord,
who have been
nourished and
strengthened at the
heavenly table, both
to desire that which
is right, and to gain
that which we

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENNA
by Alessandro Franchi (d. 1914)

"Be who God meant you to be
and you will set the world on fire."

desire."

OUR HEART LONGS FOR GOD

WE have been promised that we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. By these words, the tongue has done
its best; now we must apply the meditation of the heart.
Although they are the words of Saint John, what are they in
comparison with the divine reality? And how can we, so
greatly inferior to John in merit, add anything of our own?
Yet we have received, as John has told us, an anointing by
the Holy One which teaches us inwardly more than our
tongue can speak. Let us turn to this source of knowledge,
and because at present you cannot see, make it your
business to DESIRE the divine vision.

The entire life of a good Christian is in fact an exercise
of holy DESIRE. You do not yet see what you long for, but
the very act of DESIRING prepares you, so that when he
comes you may see and be utterly satisfied.

Suppose you are going to fill some holder or container,
and you know you will be given a large amount. Then you
set about stretching your sack or wineskin or whatever it is.
Why? Because you know the quantity you will have to put
in it and your eyes tell you there is not enough room. By



stretching it, therefore, you increase the capacity of the
sack, and this is how God deals with us. Simply by making
us wait he increases our DESIRE, which in turn enlarges the
capacity of our soul, making it able to receive what is to be
given to us.

So, my brethren, let us continue to DESIRE, for we
shall be filled. Take note of Saint Paul stretching as it were
his ability to receive what is to come: Not that I have
already obtained this, he said, or am made perfect.
Brethren, I do not consider that I have already obtained it.
We might ask him, "If you have not yet obtained it, what
are you doing in this life?" This one thing I do, answers
Paul, forgetting what lies behind, and stretching forward to
what lies ahead, I press on toward the prize to which I am
called in the life above. Not only did Paul say he stretched
forward, but he also declared that he pressed on toward a
chosen goal. He realized in fact that he was still short of
receiving what no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart
of man conceived.

Such is our Christian life. By DESIRING heaven we
exercise the powers of our soul. Now this exercise will be
effective only to the extent that we free ourselves from
DESIRES leading to infatuation with this world. Let me
return to the example I have already used, of filling an
empty container. God means to fill each of you with what
is good; so cast out what is bad! If he wishes to fill you
with honey and you are full of sour wine, where is the
honey to go? The vessel must be emptied of its contents
and then be cleansed. Yes, it must be cleansed even if you
have to work hard and scour it. It must be made fit for the
new thing, whatever it may be.

We may go on speaking figuratively of honey, gold or
wine—but whatever we say we cannot express the reality
we are to receive. The name of that reality is God. But who
will claim that in that one syllable we utter the full expanse
of our heart's DESIRE? Therefore, whatever we say is
necessarily less than the full truth. We must extend
ourselves toward the measure of Christ so that when he
comes he may fill us with his presence. Then we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is.

LET US EXERCISE OUR DESIRE IN PRAYER

WHY in our fear of not praying as we should, do
we turn to so many things, to find what we should
pray for? Why do we not say instead, in the words
of the psalm: I have asked one thing from the Lord,
this is what I will seek: to dwell in the Lord's house
all the days of my life, to see the graciousness of the
Lord, and to visit his temple (Ps 27:4). There, the
days do not come and go in succession, and the
beginning of one day does not mean the end of
another; all days are one, simultaneously and
without end, and the life lived out in these days has
itself no end.

So that we might obtain this life of happiness,
he who is true life itself taught us to pray, not in
many words as though speaking longer could gain

us a hearing. After all, we pray to one who, as the
Lord himself tells us, knows what we need before
we ask for it.

Why he should ask us to pray, when he knows
what we need before we ask him, may perplex us if
we do not realize that our Lord and God does not
want to know what we want (for he cannot fail to
know it) but wants us rather to exercise our
DESIRE through our prayers, so that we may be
able to receive what he is preparing to give us. His
gift is very great indeed, but our capacity is too
small and limited to receive it. That is why we are
told: Enlarge your DESIRES, do not bear the yoke
with unbelievers.

The deeper our faith, the stronger our hope,
the greater our DESIRE, the larger will be our
capacity to receive that gift, which is very great
indeed. No eye has seen it; it has no color. No ear
has beard it; it has no sound. It has not entered
man's heart; man's heart must enter into it (2 Cor
2:9).

In this faith, hope and love we pray always
with unwearied DESIRE. However, at set times
and seasons we also pray to God in words, so that
by these signs we may instruct ourselves and mark
the progress we have made in our DESIRE, and
spur ourselves on to deepen it. The more fervent
the DESIRE, the more worthy will be its fruit.
When the Apostle tells us: Pray without ceasing (1
Thes 5:16), he means this: DESIRE unceasingly
that life of happiness which is nothing if not
eternal, and ask it of him who alone is able to give
1t.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Mar 2, Sunday — 8th Week in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM | Sunday Mass (SJE)
10:30 AM | Sunday Mass (1])
Mar 3, Monday: Office Hours (8:00 AM-12:00 PM)

Mar 4, Tuesday
8:30 AM | Daily Mass (I])
Mar 5, *Wednesday — ASH WEDNESDAY
8:30 AM | Mass w/ distribution of ashes (SJE)
7:00 PM | Mass w/ distribution of ashes (IJ)
Mar 6, Thursday
8:30 AM | Daily Mass (I])
Mar 7, Friday
8:30 AM | Daily Mass (SJE), Stations
Mar 8, Saturday
4:00 PM | Sunday Mass (SJE)
6:00 PM | Sunday Mass (I])
7:30 PM | Sunday Mass (Brazilian)

*SEE INSERT FOR
LENTEN SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES



OFFERING

17 Feb '25 (6th Sunday Ordinary Time): $1,477
23 Feb '25 (7th Sunday Ordinary Time): $1,284

THANK YOU foryour generosity!

MASS INTENTIONS

Mar |, Sat 4:00 PM (SJE)  John Casey (req. by Leona Shanholtz)

Mar 8, Sat 4:00 PM (SJE)  Thomas Peta (req. by Anna Marie Peta
& Family)

Mar 9, Sun 8:30 AM (SJE)  Shanholtz Family (req. by Leona
Shanholtz)
10:30 AM (1)) Gilda Balandis (req. by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering
Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The Christian faithful
who give an offering to apply the Mass for their intention
contribute to the good of the Church and by that offering share
its concern to support its ministers and works" (945 §2).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEATHER RELATED CLOSING

NOTE: We're now able to announce Mass delays
and/or cancellations at WWW.WMUR.COM.

LENT

Lent starts this week:

ASH WEDNESDAY
March S, 2025

Mass w/ distribution of Ashes
8:30 AM (SJE) and 7:00 PM (I])

* All the days of Lent are DAYS OF PENANCE. The faithful
are encouraged to practice some form of voluntary
self-denial or personal penance (e.g., physical
mortification or temperance or acts of religion, charity or
Christian witness).

« FRIDAYS OF LENT (Mar 7, 14, 21, 18, Apr 4, I 1) are
obligatory DAYS OF ABSTINENCE. The faithful from age
14 onwards are bound by the law of ABSTINENCE =
meatless meals.

* ASH WEDNESDAY (Mar 5) and GOOD FRIDAY (Apr
18) are DAYS OF FAST & ABSTINENCE. The faithful
aged 18-59 (until the beginning of the 60th year) are
bound by the law of FASTING. When fasting, a person is

permitted to eat one full meal. Two smaller meals may
also be taken, but not to equal a full meal. If possible, the
fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil on
Holy Saturday as the"paschal fast" to honor the suffering
and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to
share more fully and to celebrate more readily his
Resurrection.

The three pillars of Lenten observance are
PRAYER, FASTING and ALMSGIVING. The
purpose of the discipline(s) we voluntarily
undertake during Lent should be to counter
ingrained habits of sin or to foster works of
selfless charity.

"(Lent) is a period of spiritual '‘combat' which we
must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride
and presumption, but using the arms of faith:
prayer, listening to the word of God and penance.
In this way we will be able to celebrate Easter in
truth, ready to renew the promises of our
Baptism." —Pope Benedict XVI

TAX NOTICE

If you would like a statement of your 2024
contributions to the parish, please fill out the
CONTRIBUTIONS REQUEST CARD (located in the
back of the church) and place it in the collection
basket. You can also request a statement by emailing
us your:

* Name

* Address

* Phone #

* Envelope #

Your financial support is very much appreciated!

NOTES

Though there is still a bit of work to do in the newly
installed Adoration Chapel at Infant Jesus (e.g.,
installation of stained glass windows, proper overhead
lighting, etc.), it is now open. There was no cost to
the parish to re-purpose the old cry room.

I'd encourage everyone to pay a visit to our Lord
once a week, especially during Lent. Unless our
Lenten disciplines are supported by prayer, we will
derive little benefit from them.



ROGER PELLERIN

’ o President ]
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: United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... * MONUMENT, Inc.

“Memorials of Distinction for People Who Care”

Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! www.GatycityMonument.com sl
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Chick Beaulieu,... B “We service what we sell | Nashua Lumber Co.
ROOFING - SIDING rRennan 6’ with experienced personnel”|A “REAL” Full Service Lumberyard
WINDOWS ¢ DOORS Since 1978 276 South St., Rt. 13 Since 1949
GUTTERS » DECKS » MASONRY ' ' !ﬂCI(ﬂ Milford, NH 603-882-2708

51/2 Gaffney St., Nashua, NH 22 Kehoe Ave., Nashua

603-883-5822 APPLIANCES 603-673-1177 FAST, FREE DELIVERY
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N g The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone to simply ask drivers

“What's my name?” before entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car
they are supposed to enter.

. #WHATSMYNAME
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PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLEI
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INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY

RAmericaﬂ IN THE COMMUNITY
/) RedCross

- Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

CONTACT ME
Judy McNee

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer jmcnee@jppc.net
(203) 856-9085

OUR SPONSORS&OUR COMMUNITY
Sponsors can offer ANYONE in the community,
promotions, dlscounts not only Parishioners, can
and/or up-to-date contact 3'-" A B E R access realtime offers
information to the from their favorite sponsors
o ENTIRE community to save, share & support it
995 St. John XXIII, Nashua, NH John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net
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